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Synopsis

From stories of resurrected mummies and thousand-year-old curses to powerful pharaohs and the
coveted treasures of the Great Pyramids, ancient Egypt has had an unfaltering grip on the modern
imagination. Now, in Egyptian Mythology, Geraldine Pinch offers a comprehensive introduction that
untangles the mystery of Egyptian Myth.Spanning Ancient Egyptian culture--from 3200 BC to AD
400--Pinch opens a door to this hidden world and casts light on its often misunderstood belief
system. She discusses the nature of myths and the history of Egypt, from the predynastic to the
postpharaonic period. She explains how Egyptian culture developed around the flooding of the Nile,
or the "inundation," a phenomenon on which the whole welfare of the country depended, and how
aspects of the inundation were personified as deities. She explains that the usually cloudless skies
made for a preoccupation with the stars and planets. Indeed, much early Egyptian mythology may
have developed to explain the movement of these celestial bodies. She provides a timeline covering
the seven stages in the mythical history of Egypt and outlining the major events of each stage, such
as the reign of the sun God. A substantial A to Z section covers the principal themes and concepts
of Egyptian mythology as well as the most important deities, demons, and other characters. For
anyone who wants to know about Anubis, the terrifying canine god who presided over the
mummification of bodies and guarded burials, or Hathor, the golden goddess who helped women to
give birth and the dead to be reborn, or an explanation of the nun, the primeval ocean from which all

life came, Egyptian Mythology is the place to look.

Book Information

Paperback: 272 pages

Publisher: Oxford University Press; 1 edition (April 8, 2004)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0195170245

ISBN-13: 978-0195170245

Product Dimensions: 9 x 1 x 6.9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.1 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.4 out of 5 stars 60 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #41,994 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #13inA A Books > Literature &
Fiction > Mythology & Folk Tales > Folklore #15inA A Books > History > Ancient Civilizations >
Egypt #23inA A Books > Literature & Fiction > Mythology & Folk Tales > Mythology

Customer Reviews



Geraldine Pinch is an Egyptologist at the Oriental Institute of Oxford University and a Member of the
Editorial Board of the Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions. She is the author of Magic in

Ancient Egypt and Egyptian Myth: A Very Short Introduction.

This is a great book for anyone who loves ancient Egypt. Includes a ton of information besides the
mythological side, but also the history as well. | like that the author remains objective and admits
that certain points are mere theories or speculation and not fact. Which is important when dealing

with the mysteries of the ancient world.

| found this book highly informative and an easy enough read. | like the way she separates the
creation myths together from the different seats of power in Egypt as well as guiding the reader

through her thoughts on the subject matter.

Bought it for research on a story | am writing and it is very informative. Egyptian mythology is
convoluted and other sources just weren’t making things clear to me, this book gave me all the

answers | was looking for.

| purchased this after reading another customer review on which was accurate. Filled with much
background information of the ancient Egyptians culture and tons of information on their gods. Very
good reference for someone needing to know about the identity and background of the many

Egyptian gods.

| like it

good research info

A good book aboout Egypt

LOVE this book! | bought it for my daughter, who is going into Egyptology, but | read through almost
1/2 the book, as soon as it arrived. | LOVE that it is all in alphabetical order. Very interesting, | didn’t
know (for example) that the Egyptians had some crocodiles mummified. They had beautiful,

awe-inspiring photos in the book. Just love everything about this book! Arrived in EXCELLENT
CONDITION!!!'5 STARS ALL THE WAY!!!
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